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Ms Nonkululeko Nyembezi

Sanibonani and good day to you.
My name is Nonkululeko Nyembezi and I am the Chancellor of the Durban University of Technology.
By the powers vested in me as Chancellor, I now constitute this virtual graduation event for the Durban University of Technology.
Congratulations to Ms Thembi Mtshali-Jones, who will be receiving an honorary doctoral degree, Doctor of Philosophy in Visual Arts in the
Faculty of Arts and Design. Thembi Mtshali-Jones is a multitalented, celebrated artists as a singer, actress, producer and playwright.
Ms Mtshali-Jones is currently one of the leads in Imbewu where she stars as MaNdlvou. Imbewu, The Seed was produced for ETV and has
been awarded the fastest growing TV drama. We welcome Ms Thembi Mtshali-Jones to the DUT family.
Congratulations to our newest alumni, the graduating class of 2021.You have accomplished an enormous amount and you have even greater
accomplished so much.
For some, you will be earning your undergraduate degrees, for others, this will mark the culmination of your postgraduate and professional
degrees. For all of us though, I am fully aware that our actions to prevent the further spread of COVID-19 may have caused a disruption to
this special occasion. I am as heartbroken as you are that your graduation from the Durban University of Technology has been impacted by
this global pandemic.
It is my utmost wish that you remain connected with your lecturers, your friends and your classmates. Remain steadfast, as I am in the knowledge that your DUT education and the relationships you made, the learning you achieved and the experiences you had during your time at
DUT will serve you well in the years to come.
You are DUT for life.
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Professor Thandwa Mthembu

On behalf of DUT people, I take this opportunity to congratulate you on your important personal accomplishment. We recognize that
this milestone carries with it important meanings, part of which suggests you have maintained the discipline of your thoughts and behavior
characteristic of DUT people. Without the requirement of discipline, this day may not have been possible for many of you. For this reason, I
dare say that the very discipline you have demonstrated thus far will carry you through your next personal growth trajectories, ranging from
further studies, starting a career, starting your own business to even starting a family.
To borrow from Jim Collins, a combination of a culture of discipline and an ethic of entrepreneurship produces “the magical alchemy of great
of performance”.
have been instilling over a number of years now, you will be greatly successful in your pursuits.
More especially over the last few years of study at DUT, you would have appreciated the strategic approach, outcomes and impacts of our
teaching-learning and research-innovation philosophy. We have sought to position DUT as a university of and for its broader society. We
problems our broader society faces. Solutions to these must contribute towards improving the lives and livelihoods in our society. Through
our ‘Innovative Research and Curricula’, we expect you to become a model DUT ‘Adaptive Graduate’ who will unleash your creativity and
imagination to become the source of change and advancement. By 2030 we will be a vanguard of that change and advancement in society. We
see you as an equal partner in this historic voyage we have just embarked upon.
Your graduation coincides with a myriad of challenges confronting the world, the African continent and South Africa as a nation. We do not
expect you to feel sorry for yourselves or mourn the persistence of these problems. As DUT, we have accepted Pascal Finnete’s assertion that
people are a source of everything that happens across all institutions of society. This means that it is people who are behind the problems we
know. Similarly, we know that it is a different type of people who contribute ideas that will lead to lasting solutions. In the recent past, I said
the following when unpacking the Stewardship Perspective of ENVISION2030:

As a DUT graduate, you should enthusiastically contribute towards the lives and livelihoods of all our people. In everything you do and will
do onwards, may you demonstrate DUT’s DNA and the DUT-Way. May you live all DUT’s Values and Principles as part of your way of life.
That way, you will stand out and be seen to be a distinctive DUT graduate that all will wish to associate with, perhaps employ and perhaps
partner with on big and innovative projects.
We wish you all the best in your future endeavours. Become the change you have always yearned for.
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Ms Zama Mncube

As the newly-elected President of Convocation, I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate each of you, on this momentous achievement.
As the Graduating Class of 2021, having endured the majority of your studies while going through a worldwide pandemic with its concomitant

for yourself.
This chapter of your life may have closed, but you are now open to a world of possibilities. Seize the opportunities that come your way
and work towards a better life, while contributing towards improving your communities and the broader society. You are equipped with a

contributing member of society. I encourage you to consider staying in touch with your Alma Mater and actively participate in the various

appreciate any assistance in this regard. To make a donation, or if you know of individuals or organisations that can assist in this regard,
www.
dutalumni.com and click on “Ways to Give”. Select one of the three payment options. It is that easy.
We hope that you have created fond memories during your time at DUT. We look forward to welcoming you back should you choose to
continue with postgraduate studies, which further enhances your skills and knowledge in the workplace. We would love for you to keep in
Alma Mater.

Stay safe. Stay blessed.
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Ms N Nyembezi
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DEPARTMENT

NAMES

QUALIFICATIONS

Biotechnology and Food Technology

Professor F M Swalaha

DTech (DUT); MSc (UDW)

Chemistry

Professor N Deenadayalu

PhD (UN); BSc (UDW)

Clothing and Textile Studies

Dr A Fassihi

PhD (NMU); M Eng (MSU)

Food and Nutrition Consumer Sciences

Dr H Grobbelaar

PhD (DUT)

Horticulture

Dr I Matimati

PhD (UCT); MSc (UWC); M Phil; BSc Hons (UZ)

Maritime Studies

Mr M Manqele

MSc (UKZN) BSc Hon (UniSA); BA (SU)

Mathematics

Professor D Lortan

PhD (UKZN)

Physics

Dr S Moolla

PhD (UKZN); BSc Hons (UDW)

Sports Studies (Interim)

Dr S Currie

PhD (UniZulu)

Statistics

Dr A Ananth

PhD (UKZN)
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