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Ms Nonkululeko Nyembezi

Sanibonani and good day to you.
My name is Nonkululeko Nyembezi and I am the Chancellor of the Durban University of Technology.
By the powers vested in me as Chancellor, I now constitute this virtual graduation event for the Durban University of Technology.
Congratulations to Ms Thembi Mtshali-Jones, who will be receiving an honorary doctoral degree, Doctor of Philosophy in Visual Arts in the
Faculty of Arts and Design. Thembi Mtshali-Jones is a multitalented, celebrated artists as a singer, actress, producer and playwright.
Ms Mtshali-Jones is currently one of the leads in Imbewu where she stars as MaNdlvou. Imbewu, The Seed was produced for ETV and has
been awarded the fastest growing TV drama. We welcome Ms Thembi Mtshali-Jones to the DUT family.
Congratulations to our newest alumni, the graduating class of 2021.You have accomplished an enormous amount and you have even greater
accomplished so much.
For some, you will be earning your undergraduate degrees, for others, this will mark the culmination of your postgraduate and professional
degrees. For all of us though, I am fully aware that our actions to prevent the further spread of COVID-19 may have caused a disruption to
this special occasion. I am as heartbroken as you are that your graduation from the Durban University of Technology has been impacted by
this global pandemic.
It is my utmost wish that you remain connected with your lecturers, your friends and your classmates. Remain steadfast, as I am in the knowledge that your DUT education and the relationships you made, the learning you achieved and the experiences you had during your time at
DUT will serve you well in the years to come.
You are DUT for life.
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Professor Thandwa Mthembu

On behalf of DUT people, I take this opportunity to congratulate you on your important personal accomplishment. We recognize that
this milestone carries with it important meanings, part of which suggests you have maintained the discipline of your thoughts and behavior
characteristic of DUT people. Without the requirement of discipline, this day may not have been possible for many of you. For this reason, I
dare say that the very discipline you have demonstrated thus far will carry you through your next personal growth trajectories, ranging from
further studies, starting a career, starting your own business to even starting a family.
To borrow from Jim Collins, a combination of a culture of discipline and an ethic of entrepreneurship produces “the magical alchemy of great
of performance”.
have been instilling over a number of years now, you will be greatly successful in your pursuits.
More especially over the last few years of study at DUT, you would have appreciated the strategic approach, outcomes and impacts of our
teaching-learning and research-innovation philosophy. We have sought to position DUT as a university of and for its broader society. We
problems our broader society faces. Solutions to these must contribute towards improving the lives and livelihoods in our society. Through
our ‘Innovative Research and Curricula’, we expect you to become a model DUT ‘Adaptive Graduate’ who will unleash your creativity and
imagination to become the source of change and advancement. By 2030 we will be a vanguard of that change and advancement in society. We
see you as an equal partner in this historic voyage we have just embarked upon.
Your graduation coincides with a myriad of challenges confronting the world, the African continent and South Africa as a nation. We do not
expect you to feel sorry for yourselves or mourn the persistence of these problems. As DUT, we have accepted Pascal Finnete’s assertion that
people are a source of everything that happens across all institutions of society. This means that it is people who are behind the problems we
know. Similarly, we know that it is a different type of people who contribute ideas that will lead to lasting solutions. In the recent past, I said
the following when unpacking the Stewardship Perspective of ENVISION2030:

As a DUT graduate, you should enthusiastically contribute towards the lives and livelihoods of all our people. In everything you do and will
do onwards, may you demonstrate DUT’s DNA and the DUT-Way. May you live all DUT’s Values and Principles as part of your way of life.
That way, you will stand out and be seen to be a distinctive DUT graduate that all will wish to associate with, perhaps employ and perhaps
partner with on big and innovative projects.
We wish you all the best in your future endeavours. Become the change you have always yearned for.
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Ms Zama Mncube

As the newly-elected President of Convocation, I’d like to take this opportunity to congratulate each of you, on this momentous achievement.
As the Graduating Class of 2021, having endured the majority of your studies while going through a worldwide pandemic with its concomitant

for yourself.
This chapter of your life may have closed, but you are now open to a world of possibilities. Seize the opportunities that come your way
and work towards a better life, while contributing towards improving your communities and the broader society. You are equipped with a

contributing member of society. I encourage you to consider staying in touch with your Alma Mater and actively participate in the various

appreciate any assistance in this regard. To make a donation, or if you know of individuals or organisations that can assist in this regard, kindly
www.dutalumni.com and click on “Ways to Give”. Select one of the three payment options. It is that easy.
We hope that you have created fond memories during your time at DUT. We look forward to welcoming you back should you choose to
continue with postgraduate studies, which further enhances your skills and knowledge in the workplace. We would love for you to keep in
Alma Mater.

Stay safe. Stay blessed.
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Doctor of Philosophy in Visual &
Performing Arts, honoris causa

Thembi Mtshali-Jones was born in 1949 in Durban and grew up in Kwa Mashu Township, Kwa Zulu Natal.Thembi Mtshali-Jones is one of South
Africa’s most multitalented celebrated artists as a singer, actress, producer and playwright.
Thembi Mtshali-Jones was discovered by Welcome Msomi and performed in the original Umabatha, the Zulu adaptation of Macbeth in the 70’s.
She thereafter joined the acclaimed musical Ipi Tombi in which she took the lead female role as Mama Tembu. She has toured the world with
Ipi Tombi, including London’s West End and New York’s Broadway. Whilst in the US Thembi met with accomplished South African artists Hugh
Masekela and Miriam Makeba. She worked with both of them and together these three artists toured Europe and Africa.
In 1998 Thembi Mtshali-Jones had a residency at Galluadette University, Washington DC and in 2004 a second residency at University of
Louisville. She was made Honorary Citizen of Louisville by the mayor. The Governor of Kentucky gave Thembi the highest honour Kentucky
can bestow on a civilian by making her Honorary Kentucky Colonel.

Theatre in New York. This play is based on Mtshali-Jones’s life story. It was created, co-written and directed by Yael Farber. The production
also won a Fringe First award at the Edinburgh Festival and was transferred to the West End in London’s New Ambassador Theatre in 2001.

of her ownyears as a domestic worker when she had to leave her own baby at home while she looked after the young of others. She relates
the fear of the late-night raids by the Black Jacks (police) and the agony of the mothers as their children faced up to the army casspirs during
the student uprising.
Mtshali-Jones’s eventual transformation into a performer and singer who has appeared on international stages is a testament to the strength
and capacity of the human spirit to survive.

suffered should “speak out or their hearts will burst.”
In 2006 Mtshali-Jones was invited to take part in the creation of the international theatre production of American director/producer Michael
run in 2007, the American Time Magazine wrote, “The raw gospel lament sung by Thembi Mtshali-Jones has extraordinary
power, leaving the audience in pale shock as the interval lights come up”.
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Theatre in South Africa and has performed in Rwanda, Europe, UK, Bermuda and in the US at the National Black Theatre Festival.

Festival in 2015 and 2017.

nominated for an International Emmy in 2004.
Awards and Nominations : Thembi Mtshali-Jones

awarded the fastest growing TV drama.
2019:

Living Legend Award from National Black Theatre Festival, Winston Salem, NC, USA.

2018:

Kwa Mashu Achievement Award.

2016:

Executive Director’s Award by Naledi Theatre.

2015:

Arts and Culture Trust Lifetime Achievement Award for Theatre.

2015:

MEC’s Recogntion Award at the Simon “Mabhunu” Sabela Awards.

• contribution to the Arts and Culture sector from the Minister of Arts and Culture.
• Standard Bank Ovation Award for a sustained and ongoing excellent contribution to the National Arts Festival Fringe.

2013:

The Mbokodo Award in the category of theatre, which honours women who push boundaries of the genre and create new and
exciting performances of the highest standard.

2009:

Living Legend Award by the EThekwini Municipality and the KZN Province.

2004:

Awarded an Honorary Citizen of Louisville, Commonwealth of Kentucky, USA.

• Nominated for Best Actress in the Manchester Evening Standard Award in the UK.
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Mtshali-Jones has been a juror for the International Emmy Awards for Film and Television since 2009 to date. She was appointed to the
Advisory Board for the Chelsea Film Festival in New York, USA from 2015 to date.
Mtshali-Jones has also served on the following Boards of Directors:

• Mtshali-Jones also currently sits on the board of directors for The Living Legends Legacy Fraternity trust.
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